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BY  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES, 

February  Gtli,  1860. 
liead  and  ordered  to  he  printed. 


PETITION 


Of 


CITIZENS  OF  MONTGOMERY   COUNTY, 


PROTESTING 


AGAINST  LEASmG  THE  STATE^S  IIS'TEREST 


IN  THE  CHESAPEAKE  AND   OHIO   CANAL. 


PETITION. 


To  THE  Legislature  of  Maryland: 

The   undersigned,  citizens   of  Montgomery   county,   said 
county  being  very  largely  bounded  by  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio    Canal,  beg   leave,  most   earnestly,   to   petition   your 
Honors,  that  should  a  move  be  made  before  your  body,  to 
lease  or  sell  said  canal,  that  you  %vill  not  assent  thereto,  be- 
ing, as  it  would,  one  of  the  most  serious  events  that  could 
befall  your   petitioners,  and   the  State   bordering   thereon. 
Your  petitioners,  and  all  others  contiguous  to  said  canal,^  do 
already  suffer  to  an  unknown  extent,  from  the  contaminating 
population  upon  this  canal,  from  abolition  States.     It  is  com- 
monly admitted,  bv  all  those   familiar  with  this  canal,  that 
a  more  unscrupulous  set  of  men,   than  a  majority  of  the 
northerners  upon  said   canal,  cannot  be  found  on  any  public 
work  in  the  State.     They  tamper  with  our  negroes  in  every 
possible  way.     Could  the  amount  of  roguery,  that  is  practised 
in  one  season  alone,  be  prfesented  to  your  honorable  body, 
Ton   would  no  doubt  be  amazed  ;  and  not  least  of  the  evils, 
at  present  suffered,  is  the  constant  liability  of  having  our 
negroes  persuaded  and  aided  away,  by  that  set  of  low-bred 
abolitionists  who   now   traverse   said   canal ;    instances   are 
known  to  your  petitioners,  of  parties  of  slaves  who  were  in- 
stigated to  run  off,  and  then  to  be  taken  up  in  Pennsylvania 
by°the  identical  characters  who  persuaded  them  way.     It  is 
apparent  to  your  intelligent  body,  that  such  being  the  mis- 
foitune  of  the  citizens  of  this  portion  of  the  State  now,  how 
Kiueb  more  aggravated  woukl  it  be,  were  said  canal  more 
m»Ae'i-  the  control  of  Northern  companies.     Indeed  your  peti* 


tioners  are  averse  to  believe  that  the  Legislature  of  Maryland 
would  allow  such  an  abolition  tool  to  exist  in  this  State,  as 
this  work  vrould  be,  were  it  more  fully  or  entirely  in  north- 
ern capitalists'  hands  ;  we  are  persuaded,  that  were  such  an 
evept  to  come  to  pass,  the  slaveholders  of  this  portion  of  the 
State  would  leave  and  seek  some  other  more  congenial  to 
their  interests  ;  hoping  that  nothing  more  than  has  been 
suggested  above,  may  be  needed  to  arouse  your  minds  to  the 
importance  of  this  subject,  we  commend  the  same  to  your 
most  serious  reflection. 


Benj.  Shren,  Jun.. 
Wm.  T.  Jones,    . 
B.  E.  White, 
Samuel  Dyson, 

E.  G.  Gannell, 
Wm.  W.  Poole, 
Rich'd  H.  Jones. 
John  W.  Poole, 
John  L.  Belt, 
Martin  T.  Fisher. 
Charles  F.  Walter, 
William  A.  Chiswell. 
Daniel  T.  White, 
John  W.  Hillard, 
John  F.  Hughes, 

R.  W.  Williams, 
Wm.  Brewer, 
John  H.  Dade, 
George  Chiswell, 
William  T,  Hickman. 
Grafton  Beall, 
William  T.  Aud. 
H.  W.  Trundle, 
Sam'l  C.  Young, 
Henry  Scholl^ 
R.  A.  Harding, 
John  Johnson, 
William  Ganley, 
Geo.  Brewer, 
J.  B,  Benson, 

F.  Rawlins, 
John  H.  Scholl, 
ThQmas  H.  Fyffe. 
Michael  Connely, 
John  Jones, 

■  William  Nake, 
Daniel  Walter. 


Geo.  W.  Spates, 
John  A.  Jones, 
Daniel  Heifnir, 
Greenberry  Griffith. 
John  W.  Conly, 
Lemuel  L.  Beall, 
Eichard  P,  Spates, 
George  W.  Bowlen, 
Thomas  W.  Hyde, 
Samuel  S.  Havs, 
John  C.  Gott," 
William  Jones, 
Frederick  Bownan, 
C.  H.  Clagett, 
John  Plunner, 
J.  Eeverdy  Carlin. 
Lewis  Measles, 
John  Smith, 
Henry  Plummer. 
R.  P.  Hayes, 
W.  N.  Haris, 
Wm.  T.  Johnson. 
Joseph  Hall," 
Wm.  J.  Johnson. 
Charles  Orm, 
Warner  Boliger. 
John  J^ .  Davies, 
John  T.  Hardin 2:, 
Geo.  W.  Chiswell. 
John  T.  Veirs, 
William  Turner  Veirs, 
Samuel  Metcaff. 
H.  Piles, 
Joseph  Brewer, 
J.  Mbntgoni^ry  Veirs,- 
^^than  L:  S.  Haj'le;-  • 
■  Albert  B :  ■  Thoihpson ;  ■  ■ 


John  W.  Darby, 
Alphred  Oden, 
Otho  Austin, 
William  F.  Jones, 
Charles  T.  Smith, 
Zacheriah  Waters, 
Joseph  Dyson, 
Henry  0.  Talbott. 
Jos.  C.  White, 
John  C.  C.  Peter, 
Benjamin  White, 
Henry  B.  Yeirs, 
John  B.  Byrd, 

C.  Boss  Veirs, 
Kichard  Stallings, 
Wm.  F.  Jones, 
Thos.  J.  Shreve, 
lienj.  F.  Shreve, 
Jno.  T.  Fletchall, 
A.  T.  Hempstone, 
A.  Sope, 

D.  M.  Higgins, 
Samuel  Cater, 
John  T.  Vinson, 
Jesse  T.  Higgens, 
Wm.  H.  Trundle, 
Wm.  H.  Dickinson, 
James  H.  Beall. 


Greenberry  Eichelberger, 
William  T.  Sellman, 
Perry  L.  Trundle, 
P.  T.  Dade. 
F.  S.  Poole, 
Sam'l  Darby, 
John  R.  Hoskinson. 
David  Carson, 
Singleton  R.  Malony, 
Edward  Nichols, 
Jas.  F.  Fitch, 
Wm.  M.  Fitch, 
Joseph  Anderson, 
Solomon  Plummer, 
John  W.  Brown, 
Halton  Brown, 
R.  G.  White, 
D.  W.  Whiting, 
John  R.  Ward, 
Ellas  Moreling, 
Nicholas  Brewer, 
Charles  James, 
Jno.  G.  Trundle, 
James  E.  Trundle, 
Otho  W.  Trundle, 
Wm.  0.  Sellman, 
Jonathan  Talbott. 


